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      Pastoral Ponderings


       “O to be in England, now that April’s here.”
If one can’t be in England with the daffodils in bloom, I guess the next best place is Albany, with the promise of tulips to come … and this year with April comes Holy (Maundy) Thursday, followed of course by the highest holy day of the Christian year:  The Day of Resurrection of our Lord!

The Day of Resurrection is followed by the season of Easter, which lasts for seven weeks, until the day of Pentecost, this year on May 23.  The liturgical color for the season of Easter is white, and Biblically we’ll focus on the book of the Acts of the Apostles.

No matter what the season, music is important at Emmanuel.  We have asked for music suggestions to be placed in the box in the sanctuary, and some have begun to come in.  We sang the first of those on March 21, and will be singing others in the coming weeks.  So far the requests have mostly come from the “old” hymnal, Hymns for the Living Church.  But if you have favorites in the Supplemental Hymnal – or even in some other denomination’s hymnal or praise song book – we will attempt to find them.  Singing a variety of peoples’ favorites inevitably broadens our musical perspective, so this is a good thing.  I appreciate learning about hymns I haven’t sung before.  

If you have ever chosen music for a service of worship, you may understand how difficult it can sometimes be, to choose hymns that fit the Scriptures, the flow of the worship, and the theology(ies) of the congregation.  Keeping in mind as well that it’s never a good idea to ask people in worship to sing all songs new to them, nothing familiar, this can be the most time-consuming and important task of worship planning.

So … keep those requests coming.  And in the meantime, I am delighted that the Day of Resurrection and the Easter season help to choose the hymns for us to sing – full of the wonder, the glory, the joy of Christ’s rising and of the assurance that we shall live eternally with Christ.

[image: image7.wmf]I pray that we are all together on the Day of Resurrection, so that we can shout together:  “Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!”







Grace & peace,

 




Lois
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Palm Sunday Worship
 

     March 28,  9:55 a.m.  
  
 Gather in the Fellowship Hall and process into sanctuary
[image: image9.wmf]                  Maundy Thursday Meal & Tenebrae Service 
 
                   

  April 1, 6:00 pm

  Good Friday Service
April 2, Noon

at Bethany Reormed Church

Sponsored by CACC
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         Easter Egg Hunt
              


     April 3, at 2:00
        
               Ages 2 through 11
          

      Please sign up!

Easter Celebration
April 4

6:30 am    FOCUS Sunrise Service at West Capital Park
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7:15 am
    Breakfast at Emmanuel



9:55 am    Worship


11:00 am    Reception

The Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King Lecture Series

on Race and Nonviolent Social Change

On April 7 at 7:00 pm at the Alumni Recreation Center, Siena College presents a lecture by Charles J. Ogletree, J.D., Harvard Law School Jesse Climenko Professor of Law.  The lecture is entitled “From Dr. King’s Dream to President Obama’s Mission:  Race Matters.”  

Professor Ogletree has received a number of awards for achievement in the fields of civil rights and law, including designation by both Ebony Magazine and Savoy Magazine as one of the 100 Most Influential Black Americans.  

The lecture is free and open to the public.  For further information:  telephone (518) 782-6105 online www.siena.edu/MLK 
    (  Born in April:

Sergei Rachmaninoff

Sergei Prokofiev

A Concert of Russian Musical Treasures
April 18, 3 pm

Irina Petrik, soprano

Erica Pickhardt, celist

Michael Clement, piano

Admission Free: donations benefit Church Organ Restoration
Note from Corporate Management
The Commission is reviewing the list of people who have been issued church keys.  If you currently hold any Emmanuel keys (building, office, classroom, etc) and have not been contacted by Sam, please call Dorothy to indicate what keys you have. Thank you.
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  Mark your Calendar:
April 
     6   --  Coordinating Council


   11   --  Diaconate & Congregational 

     Meeting

             18   --  “Born in April” Concert
Nursing Home Visits Continue(
On April 10 the Choir will visit McCauley Residence where Mattie Blassengale resides.   Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
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Happy Birthday…
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Laura Folos                                                            1st
Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                        6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
May
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Lois Wolff



              2nd
Christine Tooley                                                   7th
Beth Malone                                                         11th
Henry Dodds                                                        16th
Ericka Silverman                                                  21st
David Malone                                                      23rd
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161 or 465-8781.   
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April:  deodorant


             CROP Walk
           Watch for details!

Men’s Luncheon
On May 5 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!
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