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          Pastoral Ponderings

Happy New Year!  We begin each calendar year in the church with a celebration of Epiphany, the appearing of God-with-us, and then remembering the baptism of our Lord Jesus.  How fitting this is:  Epiphany reminds us that Christ came for all, not just a privileged few, and that God’s appearing in human flesh reveals God’s love as wildly inclusive.  Jesus’ baptism reminds us of our baptism, and reveals Jesus as God’s beloved Son, infused with Holy Spirit.  This season is emblematic of the beginning of Jesus’ public life (as a child) and the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry (as an adult).

All of this comes, of course, after our secular celebrations of the New Year, most of which have more to do with Bacchus, perhaps, than with God.  When we celebrate Epiphany we herald the wholly new, holy new era rather than simply a new year; the new era of the Gospel.  It’s new because though it began over two thousand years ago, it isn’t over.  God’s kin-dom is near, but it’s still not here in fullness.  As Yogi Berra might say, “it’s not over ‘til it’s over.”  And as Jesus said, the day and the hour when “it’s over” and the new is completely, perfectly, here is “not for [us] to know.”

Usually we celebrate Epiphany Sunday with the story of the Magi and their long trek to view the Christ Child – and this year is no exception.  We will also think about the gifts that God has given us in the Gift of Jesus:  both those gifts of which we are aware, and those gifts God has yet to reveal to us.

2010 is here.  And none of us knows for sure what all it will bring.  The waiting of Advent is over, but the waiting for the New Advent, the Second Coming, continues.  And in the meantime, we shall do just what Jesus did in his waiting time:  minister to those around us who are in need, spreading love and justice to all that we can reach.  The very name of this congregation, however, proclaims to all who will listen, that God is with us:  Emmanuel.  May we minister so that they, and we, know that it is so.

                                                                                   In Christ,








Lois
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From Service to Others Commission…
Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering to be Received

Dear Friends:

“Thank You” check recipients and others who received financial assistance from the 2008 Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering were overwhelmed by the generosity of American Baptist congregations in the midst of the most severe recession since the Great Depression.

George and Charlotte Gillespie, Moorestown, MJ, wrote, “We deeply appreciate the members of our ABC congregations – many of whom may have been dealing with their own financial problems – who contributed to the RMMO out or their love, loyalty and faith.”

Contributions to the RMMO in 2008 totaled $1,383,537.  Of that amount, 57% was distributed as Thank You checks to 3238 retired American Baptist ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses.   The average check was $258.69.

Thirty-eight percent was made available to people with emergency and other heavy financial needs, and 5% was used for administrative expenses.

Please join as we Remember with Love and Give with Gratitude to those who have dedicated their lives to Christian ministry.   Please make a generous contribution to the RMMO on Sunday, January 17 or Sunday, January 24.   Envelopes will be provided for your convenience.
Your gift makes a difference!
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Service to Others would like to thank the following people for preparing a recent meal for guests of the Interfaith Shelter:   Karen Green, Edie Simpson, Betty Mallory and Jon Riegert.

A soup supper is being planned for guests of the Overflow Shelter on January 29.   If you can help with the preparations, please contact Karen Kendall.
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                                 Shampoo
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More from STO…
                             Looking Ahead:

                                                  FOCUS Worship and Annual Meeting

February 7, 10 a.m at Westminster Pres.

ECUMENICAL ADVOCACY DAYS

A Place to Call Home: Immigrants, Refugees, and Displaced Peoples
March 19 - 22, 2010 Washington D.C.

And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  -Luke 9:58

Jesus had no place to lay his head. Neither do tens of millions of migrants, refugees and displaced persons. Be a part of an action weekend addressing this global injustice. Join hundreds of faith-based advocates in taking action on U.S. legislation that will welcome immigrants, protect refugees, and prevent displacement of millions. 

Worship, study and dialogue with hundreds of people of faith at the annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days. Then join us as we go to Capitol Hill to advocate for our members of Congress to remedy these global injustices. The 2010 conference will be held March 19 - 22 at the DoubleTree Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia just outside Washington, D.C.   Check the website: http://advocacydays.org/.

Members of the FOCUS Churches are encouraged to attend.  Some scholarship assistance may be available - call the FOCUS office for more information.

And this summer...

Light to Live In: The Biblical Call to Peace Rooted in Justice
BPFNA Summer Conference

July 12-17, 2010

Keuka College, Keuka Park, NY

More information at www.bpfna.org
White Cross/White Sales

The White Cross was founded  in 1919 to bring help to Baptist missionaries providing medical care throughout the world.  For most of the twentieth century, the White Cross provided bandages, quilts, hats, mittens and other “handwork” to people in need, wherever ABC missionaries traveled.

Today, the White Cross provides health kits, baby layettes, educational materials and financial support for hospice care and clinics in the U.S. and abroad. EBC continues to donate to White Cross. Karen Kendall has been our White Cross contact and can explain more about our history of involvement.  This year, I would like to give a little more, so I have a proposal.  I weave rag rugs.  The sheets that are not needed for medical dressings are still great for recycled rugs!   Donate your clean, old sheets in any color or pattern (wear, tear, fading and spots are fine) and we will weigh the results at the end of  January.  I will donate up to $100.00 to the White Cross, based on the weight of donations.   ~ Judy Henningson

Dates to Remember…

January     1   ~  Church Office Closed
                             Happy New Year!

                  4   ~  Coordinating Council  
            
     10    ~  Diaconate Meeting                
     18     ~  Church Office Closed
               24     ~  Annual Corporate & 


       Congregational Meeting
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Dear Friends:
What a pleasant surprise to see Sam Hill arrive at my office just before Christmas with a lovely bouquet of yellow roses and your anniversary greetings.   Thank you so much for your warm notes of appreciation and for the generous love gift.   I am most grateful.
Twenty-five years ago I began my work with you believing it would be a transition job for me.   Instead, it has become a partnership in ministry.  It has been a pleasure working with you and for you, developing not only professional bonds, but also special friendships.
As we enter this new year of challenge and change, let us continue to work faithfully together.
                      Sincerely,

           Dorothy

Men’s Luncheon Scheduled

On January 6 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!

Happy Birthday…
January       
Ellen Corcoran                                                        3rd
Michael Clement                                             11th                                            

Rosemary Koonce                                           14th                                        

Monica Scheerer                                             15th                                                      

Lucas Silverman                                             15th
Mattie Blassengale                                          18th
Jean Burton                                                      21st
Samuel Koonce                                               24th
Chelah Collins                                                 25th
Erica Edwards                                                 25th
Hunter Spann                                                  25th
Gretchen Scheu                                               26th
Veronica Collins                                             28th
February
Betty Mallory                                                         1st 
Wes Kendall                                                           5th
Aaron Johnson                                                       9th
Becca Leet                                                            15th
David Green                                                         16th
Jacek Barelski                                                      17th
Tim Bray                                                              18th
Gail Hill                                                               28th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at 465-5161 or 465-8781.
Annual Reports are Over-due!

If you have not yet submitted your report to the church office, please do so as soon as possible.  Thank you!

Deadline for the February MOSAIC is January 18.
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