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Pastoral Ponderings


Now that we are actually in the season of Lent, with some of our number heading for the Dominican Republic, it seems to me to be a good time to contemplate the concepts and the reality of service and sacrifice.


Jesus said “… the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve …” and we are called to serve God alongside Jesus as our Savior.  We don’t all serve in the same ways.  Together we are the Body of Christ, and each part of the Body functions in its own way as part of the whole.  The commonality, the communion, of our calling, though, is to service.  Frankly, sometimes the Church forgets this, and becomes like the surrounding culture, rewarding some with higher status and authority and others with lower.


The Church of Jesus Christ is called to a different way of ordering ourselves.  We are called to be servants together, each one equal to each of the others, though not the same.  Servants are concerned with the well-being of the one served, not their own comfort.  In order to be good servants, though, we first need to be whole and healthy persons – like Jesus!


Jesus was not only the servant to servants, but he also made the supreme sacrifice for us.  Sometimes we think of sacrifice as obliterating the self, as the ritual sacrifices in ancient times complete destroyed the one sacrificed.  But the Psalmist says that “The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart…”  A heart that is broken and offered to God is a heart that can be mended by God.


When we have seen the pictures of the earthquake’s devastation in Haiti, our hearts have broken a bit.  We are so comfortable in contrast to the lives of Haitians at the best of times, that we can’t help but be moved with compassion.  


The sacrifices that we are called to make have more to do with breaking down our feelings of entitlement, of superiority, even of the attitude that “there for the grace of God …” because we know in our heart of hearts that God’s grace extends to the suffering, and is not exclusive to those who seem to escape the suffering.  God doesn’t call us to be a sacrifice.  Jesus already did that for us.  It is one of the joyful paradoxes of life that when we serve, when we sacrifice a bit of ourselves for others, we gain much more than we lose.  
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We support those who go in the name of Emmanuel Baptist and First Baptist of East Greenwich, RI, and in the name of Jesus Christ, with our finances and with our prayers.  We know that they will give of themselves wholeheartedly, as they do at home.  We suspect that they will return home enriched by the encounters with those they serve, and look forward to their witness to us of the power of God at work on the island of Hispañola.


In the meantime, let us look around and see if we can catch glimpses of God at work in and around Albany, the servants and the sacrifices, the blessings and the healings, in our own backyards.  If Good Friday is near, can Easter be far behind?







In Christ, 






Lois
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If you would like to participate in our Lenten Study: “Plenty Good Room”, there is still time to sign up.  Currently there are two groups meeting:  Mondays, noon at the church and Tuesday evenings, 7 pm at the Malone’s home.   The study will end the week of March 28.  A sign up sheet is available in the fellowship hall.  Student books are $7.
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Palm Sunday Worship
 March 28,  9:55 a.m.  
  Gather in the Fellowship Hall and process into sanctuary
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 Maundy Thursday Meal & Tenebrae Service 
 April 1, 6:00 pm

Capital Area Council of Churches Good Friday Service
April 2, Noon  (location TBA)
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   Easter Egg Hunt
    April 3, at 2:00.  
    Here is how you can help:
· fill eggs with treats;

· Come early on Saturday to hide eggs and help supervise the children;

· Bring children, grandchildren, friends & neighbors to enjoy the festivities; 
· Stay late to help clean up.


  

Please let Marilyn Malone know how you will participate.

Easter Celebration
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April 4:

6:30 am    FOCUS Sunrise Service at West Capital Park


7:15 am
    Breakfast at Emmanuel



9:55 am    Worship


11:00 am    Reception
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From Service to Others Commission…
                     
        America For Christ Offering to be Received
Countless people are in need of Jesus’ love and healing touch, and you may wonder how you can reach out and make a difference in so many lives.  It’s a difficult challenge to take on as an individual, but as American Baptists working together, we can make a difference by supporting the America for Christ Offering.

This year’s theme “With Willing Hands:  Connect. Care. Celebrate” is a powerful reminder that Jesus’ public ministry was all about connecting and caring for people in need.   Through the work of National Ministries, which is supported by the America for Christ Offering, we can participate with our Lord in connecting, caring, and celebrating the power of the Gospel:

· as people come to know the saving grace of Jesus Christ;

· as children in poverty are reached through the Penny Project;

· as youth, children, and adults grow in discipleship;

· as communities are changed through Christian centers;

· as we increase church vitality through the Church in Mission trainings; and

· as we help to support and relocate refugees into churches and communities.

The America for Christ Offering 2010 strengthens our churches by providing support to our pastoral counselors and chaplains, designing leadership workshops and conferences, promoting excellent discipleship resources through Judson Press, and providing opportunities for churches, individuals, and youth groups to participate in home mission through Volunteer Ministries.
We are encouraged by this year’s theme to come alongside people “with willing hands” to connect, care, and celebrate.  How do we see Jesus at work in our community and country?  How can we help Jesus with this important work?

Please join in giving generously to the America for Christ Offering and help us to reach our goal.   Together we can touch and change lives for the cause of Christ   Together we can make a difference.  ”For the love of Christ urges us on.”   (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)



Y

ou are invited to contribute to the cost of Easter lilies which will be delivered to members of our church family.  The cost of the plants is $12.  There is a particular need for volunteers to deliver the plants.  Please consider assisting in this ministry.  Please use the form below to indicate your interest and return it to Karen Green.  Thank you!
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a lily ($12) and take it home.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I plan to purchase a lily and donate to a church member.


 FORMCHECKBOX 

I am available to deliver a plant.




NAME: ​_________________________________________

Service to Others  wishes to thank the following people who helped with the supper provided to the Interfaith Shelter in February:  Pat Hunziker, Bien Baez, Sally Cole and Jon Riegert.   This has become an ongoing part of our outreach ministry.

In March we will prepare a meal for guests of the Overflow Shelter. (Date TBA)  If you would like to help, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
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“Love Kits” to be Assembled
Emmanuel is once again participating in this annual collection which provides personal care items for guests of the Interfaith Shelter.  A box containing empty bags for the  “love kits”  is available in Fellowship Hall.  You are asked to take one and fill it with items such as toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, shampoo, razors, etc.   A special treat such as a candy bar or granola bar is always welcome too!   Please return the bags by March 14.  The Service to Others Commission will see that they are delivered.  Thank you!
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March: toilet paper
Men’s Luncheon Scheduled

On March 3 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!
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  Mark your Calendar:
March 18 – Deadline for the April MOSAIC
March 28 – Diaconate Meeting
Nursing Home Visits Continue(
The Choir will visit Evergreen Commons on Luther Rd. in East Greenbush on March 13. Rehearsal  will be at 9:30 and presentation at 10:30 am.   This special ministry brings joy to residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
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     Daylight Saving Time…March 14                 

Spring Forward!
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     Spring Begins
                   March 20!
Happy Birthday…
Sally Cole                                                              1st
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Jonathan Malone                                                 10th
Lucy Wong                                                          22nd
Olivia LaBarge                                                     30th
Laura Folos                                                            1st
Anthony Malone                                                    5th
Geoffrey Bray                                                        6th
Andrew Malone                                                     6th
Matthew Normile                                                   8th
David Blabey                                                       13th
Ian Leet                                                                13th
Tenosha Ford                                                       16th
Hannah Scheu                                                      18th
Isaac Folos                                                           19th
Alyce Malone                                                       21st
Greg Folos                                                            21st
Jonathan Bray                                                      23rd
Kristen Stroebel                                                   23rd
Karen Green                                                         27th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161.
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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