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                               Pastoral Ponderings
This month brings Thanksgiving which makes me think of abundant harvests, and the hard work of farmers and the bounty of the earth, and seeing that no one goes hungry, and gratitude for the many good gifts in my life.  Emmanuel is one of those good gifts.  In the few months we have been together, I have witnessed your faithfulness, patience, compassion, and wisdom.  When I ask questions about our mission and ministries, I can tell that these aren’t new questions for you.  You have been thinking about them and working out your answers for a long time.  Thank you for being patient with me as I catch up.

This month also brings an annual stewardship emphasis as we anticipate our next year of ministry together. As I said, I’m still catching up to where you are, but I am also excited about what is ahead for all of us.  I am convinced that God has called us together to share the good news of Jesus in this time and place, to interact with our culture and our neighbors in ways that are meaningful and relevant, to continue to be a community of faith that holds the Christ light for brothers and sisters who are suffering or in need of encouragement.  

Anticipating the next year of ministry together means some of the tasks churches do every year.  We’ll be looking among ourselves for leaders, for people with the gifts and passion to serve on specific commissions or to take on other responsibilities.  (That’s largely the work of the nominating committee, but each of us will have to decide where our gifts for service lie.)  We will also be thinking about how to direct our energies and resources. (That’s the work of the commissions and coordinating council as they craft the budget, but all of our financial gifts make that budget a reality.)  There’s another task that some churches neglect, and that is taking time for dreaming and discernment.  

[image: image6.wmf]What dreams do you have for Emmanuel Baptist Church?  Who hasn’t known the love of Jesus before and could experience it with us?  What new ministries might we launch in the next year? What strengths should we continue to build on?  I encourage you to prayerfully consider these questions and share your thoughts with me and with each other as we move toward the future into which God is calling us.




With gratitude, 
 


Kathy 
Here are some opportunities from CRTC that might interest you:

Capital Region Theological Center News 

*Something New! - “God made Me Do It: Faith, Violence & Apocalypse” w/ Dr. John Collins 

Fri., November5, 5-7pm, and Saturday, November 6, 9am-3pm at First Reformed Church of Schenectady Many believe that religion is the leading cause of violence in the world. Explore the role faith and the interpretation of scripture may play in encouraging violence, ancient and modern.  Friday, a one-hour lecture followed social networking time.  On Saturday,  a look at apocalyptic literature from three faiths Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Cost: Fri.- $30 ;Sat. $85 

“Christian-ese 101: 4 Words to Unleash the Scriptures”, w/ Dr. Peter Bedford,  Trinity Presbyterian Church, Scotia- Four weighty words that form major themes throughout the Bible, and can give us new insights for contemporary Christian living: “Loving-kindness”, “Forgiveness”, “Salvation” and “Righteousness’.  An enrichment course in our Lay Theological Educational Program, open to all.  Cost: Oct. 28.

“Old Testament I: History, Israel’s Faith and Our Future”w/ Rev. Dr. Johan Bosman,  20 hours: 4 Thursday eves beginning 1/17, and 2 Saturdays; Christ Community Church, Clifton Park.(see website)

A course in our Lay Theological Educational Program, open to all.  

$250.00; 200.00  to audit.  Reg. deadline: 12/17.

“Which Way Do We Go?  Charting Paths for Today’s Youth Ministry”, w/ Revs. Christy Lang & Blair Bertrand, (Doctoral Students of Kenda Creasy Dean), Sat., Jan. 2, 9am-3pm at Delmar Reformed Church, Creative ways to approach youth ministry.  Cost: $75 by Dec. 23., $95 thereafter; Reg. deadline: Jan. 7, 2011. 
“Sunday is Fun Day! Church School Rotation Model Workshop” w/ Rev. Dr. Miriam Leupold,  April 2, 2011, 9am – 4pm, at First Presbyterian in Albany, Come discover why Rotation Model works for all learning styles and various size churches.   See it set up and take home lots of resources.  Bring a team to maximize the learning!  $65 by Mar. 3, $75 thereafter; Reg. deadline: Mar. 17, 2011.
 “Coin and Kingdom: Would Jesus Toss Us Out Today?”, w/ Rev. Norm Tellier, Certified Financial Planner,  Sat, Feb. 26, 9am -3pm,
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 10 N. Main Ave, Albany

For all who manage money in the church.  Cost: $75 by 1/26, $85there after.  Registration deadline: 2/10.

Register online at www.capitalrtc.org or by phone at 518-462-2470. Watch our website for information on these and many other courses available in 2010.  Scholarships and group discounts available for most classes; please contact us for an application.
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                                  An Introduction to “Godly Play”

What is it?

Godly Play is a Montessori based method of worshiping with young children (ages 3-12). It follows the church liturgical calendar to introduce basic stories of the Bible.  The atmosphere in the room is calm, peaceful and worshipful throughout the entire session. The format for each session is: Gathering time; Circle time (Presenting the story and Wondering); Responding (through art or play); Sharing the feast (snack); Saying good bye (benediction)

Why should we do it at EBC? How will it fit in with our current programs?

Some of our church school teachers attended a workshop last winter and became excited about this program. We observed the class at Westminster, and feel that this method would work well with our children.

We would like to start by replacing the Christian Activity Time for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade with the Godly Play program. The 4th floor room near the youth classroom is being redecorated to accommodate this group.

What materials are needed?

Each story is told with laminated paper figures or wooden figures, depending on the particular story. 

There are also some buildings and other props to be made of wood or paper mache. Felt and fabric underlays, candles and a sand box will be needed. 

We are collecting boxes, baskets and trays to store all the items, and a volunteer has already woven rugs for each child. The room will need several low shelves to store things. We have patterns and directions to make all these supplies so that cost can be kept to a minimum. We will be looking for help, especially from the woodworkers in the congregation!

What leadership is needed?

Each session needs two leaders: a storyteller and an assistant. We will arrange for one or two training sessions for all leaders, and are looking for volunteers who would like to learn more about the program. Hopefully we will have enough leadership so that each person will work no more than two month long blocks of time during the calendar year.

We will also need a person(s) who will keep the materials in order and be sure that the proper story pieces and other supplies are available each week. 

When will we start?

Our target date is January. The first three or four sessions will be orientation for the parents and children. This program would take place when the children leave the sanctuary after the children’s time, and go until Sunday School begins. There will be no change in regular Sunday School classes.
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White Cross Reminder

International Ministries has sent a request for support of White Cross.  South Providence Neighborhood Ministries in Rhode Island needs the following:  2 boy’s socks, 2 women’s socks, 2 pkgs. diapers, 1 basketball, 2 towels, and 5 bars of soap.   In addition, Emmanuel is asked to contribute $150 for programs in India.  If you are able to help with this appeal, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you.  
(KK)
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Dinner to be Delivered to Shelter
Emmanuel will provide a meal consisting of goulash, bread and beverages for guests of the Emergency Overflow Shelter on November 12.  If you can help, please contact Karen Kendall.
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              November:

toothpaste

Nursing Home Visit Scheduled(
On November 4, the Choir will visit the Daughters of Sarah Nursing Center on Washington Ave. Extension.   Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.
Congratulations to Edith & Ian Leet who received the David P. Foulk Outdoor Ministries award at the ABC Biennial. 
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Advent begins at the end of November.  The FOCUS churches are working together to produce an Advent devotional guide. Emmanuel will contribute reflections on four of the lectionary texts.  If you would like to contribute, please contact Pastor Kathy as soon as possible for more information and a list of our assigned texts.  The guides will be distributed through FOCUS and at Emmanuel starting Sunday, November 21st for use as part of our daily Advent disciplines.
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“Hanging of the Greens”
    Sunday, November 21
     following worship

Join the fun as we decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.  

Regular Sunday School classes will not meet so that people of all ages can decorate together and begin sharing the joy of this season.  The first Sunday of Advent is November 28.
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The Emmanuel Singers
       and Friends
present
"Caroling, Caroling!"

Sunday, December 5, 3pm 
Featuring
selections from the Oxford Book of Carols

The Alfred Burt Carols

and
Choral, Instrumental and Vocal solos

Holiday Treats for Sale

Admission Free/Donations accepted

Men’s Luncheon
On November 3 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!

A Note of Thanks:

”Thank you so much for all you did in our time of need and a special thank you to Kathy for a wonderful service.”
                                          - Lillian Matejcak


November  2  Coordinating Council

          5:30 at church
                   7  Diaconate
                  14  Stewardship Sunday

                  18  MOSAIC Deadline
         25 & 26  Church Office Closed
                 Happy Thanksgiving!
Happy Birthday…
November
     Elaine Bird                                          5th
Judith Henningson                               8th
Jon Stroebel                                   13th
Heather LaBarge                           14th
Deb Jameson                                                       15th
Elizabeth Sipe                                                      19th
Bowden Wise                                                       20th
Roy Mallory                                                         21st
Pat Campbell                                                       22nd
Walter Spoor                                                       28th
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Doug Folos                                                             1st
Kathleen Moore                                                     8th
Jon Riegert                                                             8th
Michele Calvin                                                      9th
Brian Hughes                                                       11th
Matt Lahut                                                            12th
Dwight Smith                                                       12th
Tom Lahut                                                            14th
Jennie DeFlaviis                                                   15th
Molly Wilkerson                                                  20th
Helen Torian                                                        29th
Laura Barelski                                                     29th
Charles Johnson                                                  31st
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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