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                                       Pastoral Ponderings
Worship is one of my passions.  I enjoy the creativity of bringing together words and music and ritual into what I hope is a meaningful whole.  I am grateful for both the ancient traditions and the contemporary expressions of our faith.  Like many of my generation, I find the most fulfillment in worship experiences that 1) allow me to recognize and experience the presence of God, 2) invite and encourage the engaged participation of everyone present, and 3) help make connections between faith and real-life experiences.

As your pastor, I am concerned about creating and leading worship experiences that are meaningful for all of us, that bring all of us into the presence of the Holy.  I am aware that we come to worship with different needs and expectations.  That diversity is part of the gift that is Emmanuel Baptist Church.  As we continue to get to know each other, I hope that you will share with me your desires for worship, the things we do and say and sing together that best help you connect with God.  

For the next several weeks, our worship theme will be Prayers, Plans, and Promises. We started on Homecoming Sunday with these words from Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”    Between now and Thanksgiving, we are going to explore some of God’s plans and promises for humanity and all of creation.  Using stories from the book of Genesis, we’ll think about how people sometimes cooperate with and sometimes resist those plans and promises.   And along the way, we might also consider how prayer and other forms of human/divine cooperation work to bring about the future with hope that God desires.

The stories from Genesis are about real human beings with personal strengths and failings.  They may remind us of our own struggles, of our own families, and of the ways that we are working out relationships with God and others.  These ancient stories can have a surprisingly contemporary feel, and I find them to be a rich part of our Bible.  I hope you will choose to be present on Sunday mornings as we explore them together.


Blessings,

   Kathy 

  
   You are cordially invited to join the Emmanuel Baptist  

   Church  family as we celebrate the installation of 
    the Reverend Kathy J.  Donley as pastor.  

    The service of installation will begin at 3 o’clock on 
    Saturday,  October 16, 2010, at the church, followed by a 
    festive  reception with sweet and savory hors dourves in the 

    Fellowship Hall.    We look forward to marking this event 
    with many of our  friends in  ministry.

Child care will be provided  for children up to age seven.

[image: image5.wmf]
             Meet Vince Amlin, Installation Preacher
Vince Amlin is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ.  He serves as Associate Minister at the United Church of Gainesville, featured recently on CNN and Al Jazeera networks for its opposition to a local church's plan to burn the Quran. He holds a degree in Dramatic Writing from New York University and a Master of Divinity from the University of Chicago. 
Vince first met Kathy Donley while serving as youth minister at First United Church in Bloomington, IN where her mentoring and friendship helped to lead him toward ordained ministry. Kathy performed the wedding ceremony for Vince and his wife, Rachelle the next year, and he is honored to be a part of her installation at Emmanuel. 
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Church Office Hours:

8:30 am to 3:30 pm

The office will be closed on October 11.
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World Mission Offering to be Received

October 10

The following is excerpted from a letter from Dr. Reid S., Trulson,

Executive Director of International Ministries:

“Earthquakes and God’s people.  How the scriptures connect these two!

· An earthquake shook a mountaintop.   And through a still, small voice, God spoke to Elijah, sending him to do God’s work and speak God’s word.  (1 Kings 19:11-16)

· An earthquake shook Jesus’ tomb.  And through an angel, God spoke to the women, sending them to tell the amazing news that Jesus is alive. (Matthew 28:2-7)

· Earthquakes will shake the earth in diverse places.  And through words to the apostles, Jesus has spoken to us, sending us to tell and demonstrate the good news of God’s kingdom in the whole world, to all nations. 


      (Matthew 24:7,14)

This year’s earthquakes have left behind countless deaths, injuries, ruined homes, and disrupted lives.  The devastating January 12th earthquake in Haiti profoundly impacted our nation and our churches.  American Baptists have worked in Haiti continuously for the past 87 years.  Four International Ministries missionaries were already serving there, and additional short-term missionaries were there when the earthquake struck.  Following the quake, we quickly increased our personel and ministries in Haiti as you and others responded by praying, by volunteering or encouraging others to go, and by giving generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing.  We thank God for you and for God’s work through your response in Haiti.

The 2010 World Mission Offering is paying special attention to Haiti because it mirrors the ministries IM missionaries and partners are also doing elsewhere.  The World Mission Offering is more crucial than ever to sustain those ministries in Haiti and in the World…”
Listen for how God may be speaking through “a still, small voice” and prayerfully consider your gift to the World Mission Offering.  Envelopes will be available for your convenience.

[image: image8.wmf]In Christ,
The Service to Others Commission  
American Baptist Churches NYS

Biennial Meeting

“A Faith For These Times”

October 10-12

First Baptist Church, Norwich, NY
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With Appreciation and Thanks

Joining the trail to Discovery Canyon this summer was an amazing experience!  Many wonderful discoveries unfolded during our program.

As kids followed the trial, they explored the wonders of God’s world, hiking through the amazingly designed and constructed Canyon, including a refreshing waterfall, beautiful canyon walls of rock, a fun bat cave, and a nesting eagle.  Listening and learning from expert trail guides, we learned about rocks, erosion, animals, birds, plants, as well as the ancient people of the canyon.  We sang and danced together, praising God for the wonders of God’s world AND GOD’S WORD!  

We all looked forward to visits from Ranger Beth who talked with us about taking care of God’s world and helping others through our Mission Project.   We met Larry the Lizard who reminded us to Rejoice like Miriam did as we heard the story of God parting the Red Sea and saving God’s people.  Max the Mantis reminded us to Pray.  We heard the story of Hanna, who prayed to God for a child and learned that God hears and answers our prayers!   Olivia the Owl reminded us to Ask for God’s help.  We heard the story of Jesus calming the storm and the disciples, amazed, who asked, “Who is this? Even the winds and waves obey him.”  We, too, are amazed at the power of Jesus!   We made storm picture frames to remind us of the story.  We also had fun making OWL masks!  Children sang the theme song one week in worship.  Blossom the Burro reminded us to Tell others the good news of Jesus’ love.  We heard the story of Jesus healing a sick woman on the way to heal a dying girl.  The people were so amazed at all that Jesus had done that they had to tell everyone!  We had fun making kazoos and braying as loud as we could to tell the good news.     We also shared the good news of Jesus’ love by giving a special balloon to everyone after worship.  Felix the Fox reminded us we can Seek Jesus and help others to seek Jesus.   We heard the story of friends who brought a man who could not walk to Jesus.  Jesus healed him on the inside and the outside!   We decorated covers for our “Shoes for Kids” mission project to give to the children in the Dominican Republic.

All of this happened because each of you, generously and lovingly, contributed your gifts of time, talent, expertise, untiring energy, donations, supplies, snacks, creativity, hard work, planning, teaching, staffing, support, and prayer throughout each phase of the planning and programming to create this opportunity for the children who participated.  I am deeply appreciative and grateful to each of you!

Thank you for all you did to make Discovery Canyon possible this summer.

Gail Hill
Thank you!
from Discovery Canyon 2010

To all of our Emmanuel Church Family, for your prayers, support, and contributions to Discovery Canyon and “Shoes for Kids” ission project.  Special thanks to:

Parmilla Allen

Robin Bray

Jean and Warren Burton

Pat Campbell

Andre Carver

Mark Chaffin

Michael Clement

Ken and Sally Cole

Marion Dickinson
Robin Dodds

Audrey Ford

David and Heather Green

Karen and Bob Green

Judy Henningson

Herb Hall

Sam Hill

Bob and Pat Hunziker

Carole Keith

Karen Kendall

Barbara and Tom Lahut

Matt Lahut

Becca Leet

Edith Leet

Ranger Beth Malone

Claudette Mink

Kathy Moore
Allison Nyhan, Christian Education Director,
 South Street Congregational Church, Concord, NH

Amy Palmer

Gretchen and Frank Scheu

Ericka and Bill Silverman
Walter and Elaine Spoor
June Tapken

Dorothy Wilburn

Rev. Lois Wolff

Jim Woodard

Albany “Times Union” (donation: 20 pairs flipflops)
Thank you,Discovery Kids!

Aidan Chaffin

Sadie Chaffin

Alice Dodds

Henry Dodds

Tajier Ford

Madeline Green

Olivia LaBarge

William

Anthony Malone

Jeremiah Malone

Micah Malone

Nathaniel Malone

Matthew Normille

Arianna Paul

Cassandra Paul

Samantha Paul
Elisabeth Scheu

Hannah Scheu

Lucas Silverman

Noah Silverman

MaKayla Smith

Robert Smith
Veronica Smith

[image: image10.wmf]"The Sound & Soul                         
    of Spain”
October 10, 3 p.m.

a concert of Spanish art song and piano music works by Granados, de Falla, Obradors and Turina
featuring:

Sopranos Bienvenida Baez and Linda Izzo Jones Mezzo-soprano, Elizabeth Lehmann

Michael Clement, piano
Admission free/Donations Accepted
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International Ministries has sent a request for support of White Cross.  South Providence Neighborhood Ministries in Rhode Island needs the following:  2 boy’s socks, 2 women’s socks, 2 pkgs. diapers, 1 basketball, 2 towels, and 5 bars of soap.   In addition, Emmanuel is asked to contribute $150 for programs in India.  If you are able to help with this appeal, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you.  (KK)
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SIGN UP…SIGN UP…
Halloween Party 

Date: Saturday, October 30

6 pm

at Emmanuel

Games…Snacks…Costume Contest…

Pumpkin Carols
NOTE:  It is important that you sign up for this event so that adequate materials and food can be provided.  Thank you.  (ac)

SIGN UP…SIGN UP…SIGN UP
Care Packages to be Sent
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The Caring and Fellowship Commission would like to remember our college students with care packages this semester.  We are asking for some tasty home baked cookies and cash donations to help defray mailing costs.  The Commission will assemble the boxes on Sunday, Oct. 24.  If you have any questions, contact Andrea.
         Nursing Home Visits Resume(
On October 23, the Choir will visit the Baptist Health and Rehabilitation Center in Scotia. Rehearsal will begin at 9:30 and the concert at 10:30 am.   This is a very special ministry of love and care that uplifts residents and staff alike.   If you have questions, you may contact Michael Clement or Pat Hunziker.



October    11  Church Office Closed 


      4  Coordinating Council: 5:30
                  16  Installation Service for Kathy                 

                        Donley:  3 p.m.

                  17  Diaconate
                  18  MOSAIC Deadline

                 30   Halloween Party:  6 pm
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October: deodorant
Happy Birthday…
[image: image15.wmf]Chris Moaton                                                                1st
Marilyn Malone                                                     6th
Jim Woodard                                                         6th
Adam Barelski                                                     14th
Taylor Stroebel                                                     16th
Madeline Green                                                   23rd
Heather Green                                                      28th
November
     Elaine Bird                                             5th
Judith Henningson                                 8th
Jon Stroebel                                    13th
Heather LaBarge                           14th
Deb Jameson                                 15th
Elizabeth Sipe                                                      19th
Bowden Wise                                                       20th
Roy Mallory                                                         21st
Pat Campbell                                                       22nd
Walter Spoor                                                       28th
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.

Albany, NY  12210
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