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      Pastoral Ponderings

   … and what does the LORD require of you
       but to do justice, and to love kindness,
        and to walk humbly with your God?

            - Micah 6:8

The prophet Micah sums up the Law and the Prophets so succinctly and so beautifully!  God does require something, of that there is no doubt.  Some would say that God requires purity (especially in the area of sexuality); some would say strict adherence to a specific list of laws; some would say assent to specific beliefs, or right doctrine.  Some might say that justice is all that is required, while others insist that the only requirement is mercy.  Some assert that relationship with God is all that is necessary, others emphasize relationship with humanity.  But Micah says it all.  It is this three-fold understanding of what God requires of us that I will think of when I think of Emmanuel Baptist Church in the future, because here I have seen evidence of doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.


The doing of justice is something at which all the FOCUS churches are good.  Feeding the hungry is just the beginning:  befriending the hungry and the homeless is where it’s at, and the folks who volunteer at the Breakfast Program and the Food Pantry – and the ministry done by Deb Jameson and others, supported financially and spiritually by the members of the churches, and those who lobby our legislators for more equitable laws and true welfare for those who need it, are truly doing justice.


Loving kindness, or perhaps more precisely in 21st century English, practicing mercy, is the companion to doing justice.  It has to do with the way that justice is administered – not perfunctorily, not by counting beans, but with lovingkindness (in Hebrew, hesed) and a profound understanding that we are all God’s children, loved by God and therefore worthy of each other’s love – and it has to do with the way we even think of ourselves just because it’s with mercy that God looks at you and me. 


Walking humbly with God.  Ah!  Now, there’s something it takes a lifetime to practice and even then is never mastered.  Not even by people like Mother Theresa or Bishop Tutu or Martin Luther King, Jr. or Billy Graham.  Enoch, we are told in Genesis 5:22, “walked with God.”  That’s all it says, but that speaks volumes.  I manage to “walk with God” only briefly before I stumble off on my own for awhile, only to be called back – but only briefly!  To sustain this “walk with God” every moment of 
every day of one’s life seems beyond me, and sometimes my effort to “walk with God” is anything but humble.  Sometimes I’m simply too proud of my efforts, or even too proud of my humility!  Yet this third requirement – or at least striving toward it -- is what makes the other two possible.
[image: image6.wmf]     Our walk together is almost at an end.  I will take my walking stick and move on wherever God is calling me.  You will continue your walk of faith with Kathy Donley.  And sometimes you will walk beside her, sometimes behind her, and sometimes you’ll be skipping on ahead.  The one thing that I can say with assurance is that you all – in fact, we all – will walk with God, at least the best we can.  I consider myself profoundly privileged to have shared a part of your walk of faith with you, and have no doubts that Emmanuel Baptist Church will continue to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  May God continue to bless your journey!







Grace & peace to you, 

Lois
Comings and Goings

Concluding a nearly two-year process, the pulpit committee issued a call to the Rev. Kathy Donley of Bloomington Indiana.  Kathy’s call was unanimously approved, by paper ballot, by the congregation on Sunday June 13, following the worship service she led. Many in the congregation also took the opportunity to meet Kathy and her family at a supper on Saturday.  Kathy Donley’s first Sunday at Emmanuel will be August 15.  A service of installation will be held in the fall.

Even as we anticipate welcoming Rev. Donley to our congregational life, we are making preparations to say a fond farewell to Rev. Lois Wolff, who has walked with us on our journey through this interim time.  As anyone who has been involved at Emmanuel knows, this “between time” has been anything but quiescent.  We’ve continued our many ministries and missions, celebrated our 175th anniversary, and grown in some new directions.  Lois has been a steadying influence throughout, a pastoral presence, and an engaging worship leader.  Lois’ last Sunday in Emmanuel’s pulpit will be on July 25, and we will have a “picnic on the grounds” celebrating her time with us after church on that day.  (KM)
Homecoming 2010!

Our homecoming Sunday this year will be September 12. The theme for worship will be based on Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  Once again we will have a 100-mile potluck, so start looking for those locally produced foods.  If you need help finding the bounty of our local farmers, ask Nancy Horan or Kathy Moore for some ideas. 
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            Meet Our Newest Members

The celebration of Pentecost this year (May 23) included welcoming Robin Dodds and her mother, June Tapken into membership.  Both women are literally our neighbors, as their families live within a few blocks of the church.  

Robin Dodds is a special education preschool teacher at the Early Childhood Education Center.  She and her husband Greg and their two children, Alice and Henry, moved to Albany in 2006, from Massapequa, NY.  The Dodds had been living in southern California prior to moving to Long Island.  Robin came to Emmanuel at a time when she was seeking a new church after she lost her job at the parochial school in Albany her children were attending.  Robin’s passion is “raising her children to become thoughtful, motivated people who have a sense of the next, right, thing.”  She is also a poet who has shared her gift at Emmanuel on several occasions. Robin serves on the Worship Commission.

June moved to Albany from Farmingdale, Long Island, with her husband Bob in November of 2009.  June first came to Emmanuel with Robin during her visits to Albany, and immediately felt at home.  She loves the welcoming, accepting atmosphere and the diversity of the congregation.  June works as a bank teller for Trustco Bank.  In her spare time she relaxes with crossword puzzles and Stephen King novels.  She is particularly passionate about hunger issues, especially as they affect children, and finds inspiration in Emmanuel’s commitment to the FOCUS Food Pantry and other hunger-related programs.
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Summer Office Hours:

9 am to 1 pm

The office will be closed on July 5.

From Service to Others:

On July 11 we will provide cold salads for the guests of Interfaith Shelter.  If you can help prepare the meal, please contact Karen Kendall.  Thank you!
Thank You to all who supported the CROP Walk.  Emmanuel raised $1304 for the cause.
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July: shampoo

August:  razors,toothbrushes
Men’s Luncheon
On July 7 at 11:45 am, Emmanuel men are invited to gather at the 76 Diner in Latham for lunch and friendly fellowship.   If you plan to attend, please contact Bob Hunziker or Roy Mallory so that adequate seating can be arranged.  Thank you!
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                 FOCUS On Schools

This is our annual school supply drive in which we collect school supplies and distribute them to children in our pantry neighborhoods, as well as to city schools. FOCUS Congregations and faith affiliates will be collecting school supplies through July, and supplies can be delivered to FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry (275 State St, Albany) during the month of August. To learn more about donating school supplies, click here. We will also need volunteers August 30th through September 1st for sorting and packing supplies, and September 2nd through 4th to distribute supplies to pantry guests. Volunteers must be signed up ahead of time, by email info@focuschurches.net or by phone (518) 443-0460.  And remember to check the FOCUS website for other news and updates. www.focuschurches.net 
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Dear Emmanuel Family:
Thank you for your prayers, cards, and many expressions of love and sympathy at the time of my brother, Wayne’s death.   


Sincerely,


Rosemary Koonce and Family
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Summer Picnic Planned


August 8

   at the Scheu’s house

Bring a dish to share; meat for the grill and beverages will be provided.   Also, if you can bring a lawn chair it will be helpful.  Watch for a sign up sheet at church.

Happy Birthday…
                    July
[image: image12.wmf]Makayla Smith                                                       1st
Lydia Johnson                                                        3rd
Amanda Gibson


                   4th
Kevin Cole                                                             6th
Bessie Gibson                                                      10th
Nancy Horan                                                        11th
Beth Fuchs                                                           13th
Andrea Carver                                                      14th
Kendra Lahut                                                       14th
Rebecca Malone                                                  21st
Catherine Firman                                                 25th
Esther Moore                                                       26th
Elaine Clark                                                         29th
Amber Collins                                                     31st
Randolph Franklin                                               31st
                August
Elisabeth Scheu                                           1st
Alice Dodds                                                           2nd
Bill Silverman                                                       2nd
Kim Norwood                                                        5th
Sam Hill                                                                 8th
Michael Green                                                      11th
Beverly Norwood                                                22nd
Shamaal Ford                                                       26th
Karen Kendall                                                      30th
If your birthday is not published in our monthly listing, please notify Dorothy at the church office 465-5161. 
Emmanuel Baptist Church

275 State St.
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